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by Christopher Mew

FITTS YEAR SEES THE Swrrey Association of Church Bell Rinsers

celebrating the cantenary of its foundation which took place in the
chureh hall al Beddington on Whit Momnday, 21st May, [EB0 The aims
of the Association have always been to promote the art and science of
change ringing as part of church worship and as such o mainiain Sunday
ringing whorsver possible

In the first vear there were 59 memhers and the subscription was 2s.
from which members had teas at meetings subsidised up to 9d per head.
The carly membership was drawn from [ churches and by 1900 il
number of churches representedd bl visen 1o 29 with 247 members. Up
lor this time the churches at Oxted, impsfield and Limpstield Churl had
nol any ringers who were alsa memhbers of the Surrey Assaciation: Lhis
wats partly due to the proximity of ihe Kenl ringers whose associadion Lhe
Limpsfield ringer’s expressed a desire to join in 1906, In ordar to realive
the potential in the Seuthern half of the county a Southern Districl was
formed in 1412 and was an inmediate success altracting 53 new mumbers
in the first year,

The first world war noi only curtailed ringing activitics through ringers
joining the armed services but also resulied in an appalling long-ferm
logs. in 193 there had been 294 resdent ringing members of the Assoc-
iation and the total number whe died as a result of hostilitics was 139

The bells in 5.E. Surrey hatl reached their present stare with the instal-
lation of a new ring of & hells cast by Gillett and Johnston of Croydon
at 50 Nicholas, Godslone in 1915, By the late 1920% a1l the churches had
representative members of the Association ineluding families familiar
1o the arca. At Godstone the Rector, Rev. G E. Heare and H, G, P
Hoare, Churchwarden, were joingd by Robert Heure ax Scerelary of the
ringers together with 1 W Hoare in the company. At Limpsficld Chart
there were already four members of the "Iidy family ringing, Edward,
Hylton, Leonard and Willred. Len Tidy was a leading ringer in the area
in the 1930% conducting many peals and was Ringing Master of the
Southern District of (he Association from 1931 1o [934

G st May, 1927 the Guildlor] Divcese had been formed and at the
end of thal year the Guildford Diccesan Guild of ringers was formed
covering the activitics of (he Swrrey Association in Scuth West Survey.
Despite the overlap of activilics the Associalion was vory aclive in the
1930 and immediately prio to the seeond war had a membership of 280.

Fallowing restrictions being placed on ringing, on 3rd June 15940 a
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total han was imposed on ringing, the understanding heing that bells
would only be rung as o sign of invasion. The impracticalilics of the
syslem were soon realised and in April 1943 the MNoise Grder imposing
the ban was lifed allowing ringing on Sundays, Good Friday and
Christmas Day. Churchill, ancuncing the decision, told the Hopse: "W
came o the conclusion that this means of warning is redundant™ and
added with his inimitable wil , . “For myself, 1 cannot help fecling that
anyihing like a serious invasion would be bound to leak oull™

Diuring the war years Tohn Knight of Limpsfield Chart was Secretary
of the Associations Southern District and in the years up to 1950
memhbership prow (o nearly 400, Tn 1949 the subscription was rased for
the first time in 69 vears [Tom 2s 1o 2sidd!

The 1950 suw ringing for the death of King George VI and coronation
of Queen Elizabetlh 11 and the establishment of ringing al Limpstield
under Erie Jamett and Eric Nixon, at the Chart under Len Tidy, with
the Fordham family at Osted and Rev, Kenneth Hoare and Tom Bird
al Guodstone, Erie Mixon served on the Southern District Committze in
1962 /62 and Tom Bird, having been Ringing Master of the Southern
Dhsteict o 1964 served on the District Commitlee o 1965, The area lost
same loval members with the deaths of Fdward Tidy in 1960, Len Tidy
in 1963 and Arthur Newnham in 1973 Rev. Kenneth Heare also moved
away Lo Morfelk in 189660,

The 1960% and 1970° were epitomised by an increased activity i the
fialds of nstruction in vinging and in ralsing cash for bell restoration
wark through the Belfry Repair Fund, The lalter fund has made several
denations of L1000 toward bell work amd in this the centenary year has
donated a bell at the cost of £2,000 as part of a replacement ring of
bells for those destroved by fire ar S Leonard’s, Streatham, The cele-
bration of the Aszocialion esnienary sees the ringiog in Surrey inoan
aclive state with efforts being muade in all towers i the arsa to keep
and improse Sunday vinging, Tohn Hall al the Chast. Dravid Putnam at
Oxted, Albert Woend al Codstone and Frank Reed st 5t Peter’s are
amonpst those leading the ringing in the arca,

It is not possible to mention all the individuals who have contributed
i keep bellringing active in Surrey over 100 vears bul i is through the
cllorts of many individuals that we can today call Trom the wwer ths
Faithful Lo worship through the music of the hells,

[ear Sir,
[ would like 10 say thank you to the Rev, Guy Dennetr and Mr
Davil Putnam and his team of Bell sipers. who, at my requesl tang a
special guarter peal on September 28th, before morning service, a1 Oxled
Church Ly commemorate the 40tk Anniversary of the Dartle of Brilain,
[ hope others enjoved this as much as | did,
{Mra.) Pegpey Daker, 31 Barneils Shaw, Osted,
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g E'ch Hells

THE BELLS OF ST. PETER'S

by Michael Fmery

HERFE ARE SOME A000 churches in the British Isles with Ave or
more bells which are romg regularly Tor Sunday services, Most of
these are i England—1here are fewer than 30 towers i Ue rest of the
world where the bells can be rung i the English way; in which cach
bell s attached 1o a wheel and caused Lo rotate backwards and forwards
through almost 360%, by pulling on the bell rops which is fastened (o
the rim of the wheel,

Latil the 14th century, church bells were normally hung on a sinple
spindle and chimed by pulling o rope attached (o the spindle. There is
evidence in 5t Peter’s bell chamber that the church®s carliest bells were
hung and chimed in this way, not only for Sunday services 7 am in the
symmer and Yam in winter but also on the occasions of funerals, ln
fact as recently as the 1890s, Limpsheld sull followed the practice of
identifving the sex of the dead person by means of ‘teller strokes; thres
groups of three for & male and three groups of two for a female,

5t, Peter’s has had six bells for only just over a century, but as early
as Edward VU5 reign (1547 - 153531t is recorded as having “in the stypell
flower grete bells.” As For the Drame they hung in, George P, Elphick
an expert on bell-frame archacologe— visited the church in [4%d6 and
considersd the old frame, soll in existence but no longer supporting the
hells, to date from the [Sth century,

He alse conficms that, what is generally believed to be the aldest bzl
i the wewer, the thiecd, was cast by Thomas Harrevs (or Hawris), who
died in 1479, In addition to the dedication “Sancta Mergereta ora Pro
MNobig™, it carries the initials T H and other marks associated with Hareis,
it 1 owidely believed that he cast it in the chucchvard in 1460 while
passing theough “Limenesfelde™, The practice of casting bells on site
wits fairly widespread in those times.

The tourth bell tells its own story. IL was casl in 1619 by Hryan
Eldredge, the first of a family of Londen bellfounders to seitle in
Chertsey, where our bell was probably cast It bears (he inseriplbon
“Bryvan Eldredge made Mee 16019 and other marks associated witle the
bellfounder.

There is evidence that the fifth bell, inscribed “Tu mulls annis resone
Campana Johannis™ was the work of a Londen bellfownder William
Burford, who died in 1390 though just when il was liest hung o S
Peter’s is not clear—and that the sixth: “Sum Rosa Pulsata Mundt Maria
Vocati™ was origmally cast i 1300, However, it appears that they were
litted with modern headstocks and re-hung in the eacly 1700s,

Lo BETT all the bells were romoved, numbers 5 and & were rescast, with
their arigimal markings, by 1, Warner & Sons, and nwnbers Toand 2 sere
added, making up the present six.
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The Churcliwardens were not happy about the amount of metal e
moved when the tenor (number &) was re-casl (il had slimmed down
from 21 ewt to 143 cwt) and a set of hundbells was presented by the
hellloumders as an appeasement!

The bells were last tuncd and rehung on ball bearings by Gillell and
Johnston of Crovden, and rededicated by the Bev. £ Steer in [948.

FReprinted frone St Peter's Octocentenury Brochare

THE BELLS OF ST. MARY'S

by David Pulnam

“Good folks with one accord we call 1w hear God's word
We hanour to the King and joy to brides to sing
We rriumphs loudly 1ell, and ring your last favewell”

'r]‘HLlS RUKS THE INSCRIPTION on the tenor bell ar Oxted. Five

hells were cast by R. Phelps and hung at a cost of £16. in
St Mary's tower in 1729, when it was restored following the fire which
destroved the church in 1719, In 1923 two of the bells were re-cast Ly
Mears & Slainbank, al the Whitechape! Foundry, which is slill in business
after aver 400 years. They also cast the treble bell, which was added in
1923, as w0 memorial Lo the fallen of the lrst world war.

The Oxted bells now range in weight from four hundredweight to just
over twelve, with a total of lwo lons, We are fortunate to have a sieel
frame, which requites litle or no maintenance, unlike some Lmber
frames, which are suscepiible Lo the ravages of death warteh becile, damp
and rot.

The ome thing Oxled is short of at the moment i ringers. For various
peasons we have lost several in recent times, and althoogh we are leaching
some new reerwils il takes a little while for anyene (o become proficient.
There may well he some people in Ceeted whoe have rung at some time,
and however long ago this may have heen, they could well be of help o
koeep the Outed bells ringing.

Frthusiasm has never been lacking, and three Llimes i the last threee
vears g Full peal of over 5,000 changes has been rung. This takes about
three hours and a great deal of concentratiom an the parl of six people!
Ihe Arst oof these, o March 1978, was (he feslorecorded peal by an
entirely local band, and the second was to celebrale the birth of a grand:
son Ly one of our ringers. The third was in henour of the centenary of
the Surrey Association of Bell Ringers and was tung on the 3lst August
980, Quarter-peals are also rung on special occasions, the last being
for the anniversary of the Batitle of Britain. IT need be, we can sometunes
Dhorrow” ringers from ather fowers, bul we still need to build up the
Crxted boand, Practice night is on Moanday al 8 pmoand  visitors are
welcome, with or wirthout expericnee.
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Church Bells

%{?‘ Bells, Bells & more Bells

Avgust Bank Holiday saw some 700 or so bell ringers visil cach of oo
three churches hedween 9 & 1030 fo ring the bells, on the oceasion of
an Open Day arranged by the Seuthern District of e Suerey Associalion
of Church Bell Ringers. Apart [rom our local ringers, visiloes came From
all over southern England. For 10p a tower, or £1.30 for a day lickel.
they had 25 lowers open to them all over the southern parct of Surrey—
from Caterham in the north, Linglield in the south and Docking in the
wesl Many ringers managed 18 or more lowers by 545, though no one
i known to have rung at all 250 The money raised—saome £200—wil|
be pul twwards the cost of the Surrey Associalion Cenicnary Buell, fo
be linng in Streathiam later this vear,

MAWE.

THE BELLS OF ST. ANDREW'S

by Keith Buechan

HE HISTORY OF A BELL TOWER <an be gleansd rom the

plaques, peal boards and other mformanon hung on the walls of

the ringing chamber, 1 hese notes are almost entirely compiled from such
information.

st Andrews is a six bell tower with the treble being just aver 2Ft in
dliameter and weighing some 5 cwt 1o the tenor 3t Sins in diameter anid
wiighing just over half a ton, The bells, which are hung in a steel frame,
wore manufaciuyred by Mezsrs, Taylor & Co. of Lovghborouph and were
prosented by Me K. Broest Alexander whao lived at the ome i Treversus
Muanor, cach bell heing mscribed with the name of one of the Alexander
Family.

The bells were lirst raised and rung on 23ed Way 1907, wilh the Ars
20 (ah ol a peal) rang for Clrisimas Morning 1902 and the first peal
on April 2eth 1903, The bells woere overhauled and rehung with new
sudpcons and ball boarings in 1949 by Gillett & Johnston of Crovibon and
[or those who understand these things they are unusual in that they have
Haslings says!

There 15 a hist of taclve miles mothe belfry of unknean date giving
fearful manetary penalties for such crimoes as lateness and missing praciice
nights: by way of example role 7 stales “Swoearing, intoxicating drink and
had language are strictly prohibited in the bellry, should anyone offend
A fine ol 3d shall be imposed”. A Lar ety From g well knosn tower whoeree
@ secret bar 1s known to exist!

The bells of St Andrews are a joy o ring and under the enthosiasic
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vaplainey of John Hall more quaricr peals have been rung at the Chart
in the lasl we years than in any other Surrey Association Southern Dis-
trict Tewer. In 1979 IR quarter peals were rung, IF 4 quarter takes an
average of 45 mimutes this equates o 81 man hours or over 3 days.
Hiwwever such a doubeful statistic Falls into insignificance when one
considers the greats of old, Tn [906 in the davs of such ringers as Tidy.
Jarrell aml Head the SC Andress “company™ rang 110 complete 720's.
Taking the average time of 25 minutes to ring a 720 this cquates to 275
man hours er nearly 111 days. Noi content with this the “company”
rang 202 complele 7200 dn 1911 (305 man hours or 3 weesks or on
average over one overy other day), In those days 56 Andrews was in
the Kenl County Associalion bot was elected to the Surrey Association
on May Znd 1920 sinee when the ringing has come down to earth!

R ok BELLRINGING '
by Eill Regner

I have been asked Lo wrile an oddd 350 words on why 1 took up bell
vinging and the enjoviment T ged Trom my hobby, The pat answer would
be to say I took il up as a service to the Chorch or for the preater
glery of God, However his would be far from the truth. There was, vou
see, this gorgeous dolly bird who both sang in the chair and bell rang;
Mow 1 can't sing . . .

When some Tew years later 1 mansied (not the dolly bird!y and moved
inter the district, there was the problem of how to slip oul to the pub
in the vvening. The most obvicus solution seemed (o be a dog, wunlil T
discovered that dogs were actively discouraged in the local hosteley. Al
this time T wag approached to see i T would asain bhelp with the bells,
Mow, T was well ont of practice but Oxted practise on a Monday cvens
ing, Lampsticld on a Wednesday evening and the Charl on o Friday
evening, Here Ihen was an answer o a praver, but what, T wondensl,
wirg he snaps—would 1 be required to change a lifelong habil of no
regularly attending church? However, 1 soon discovered that all owver
England, after calling the faithful to worship, at least 75 per cont of
ringers can be seen slipping out of church during the first hymn!

What then is the fascination of ringing? Is everybody like mo—only
in it “for the beer™? No, T can tell you it 1= sheer masochism, The
ultimale in bellringing i to ring a peal. This entails pulling up to 1 ton
al bell metal on the end of a rope 504 Lmes in three hours, never
deviating from the method heing rung, until your head sings, yvour legs
have cramp, vour hands blister and most of the loeal population is after
vour blowl, Then we wonder why we are so short of ringers! Why no
come and join, us?

17



